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General Marking Instructions

Introduction

The main purpose of the mark scheme is to ensure that examinations are marked accurately,
consistently and fairly. The mark scheme provides examiners with an indication of the nature and range
of candidates’ responses likely to be worthy of credit. It also sets out the criteria which they should apply
in allocating marks to candidates’ responses.

Assessment objectives
Below are the assessment objectives for GCE Irish.

Candidates should be able to:

AO1 Understand and respond, in speech and writing, to spoken language drawn from a variety of
sources, including face-to-face interaction.

AO2 Understand and respond, in speech and writing, to written language drawn from a variety of
sources.
AO3 Manipulate the language accurately and appropriately, in spoken and written forms, using a

range of lexis and structure.

AO4 Show knowledge and understanding of, and respond critically and analytically to different
aspects of the culture and society of countries and communities where the language is spoken
and demonstrate critical analysis and evaluation of works created in the language studied.

Quality of candidates’ responses

In marking the examination papers, examiners should be looking for a quality of response reflecting the
level of maturity which may reasonably be expected of a 17 or 18-year-old which is the age at which the
majority of candidates sit their GCE examinations.

Flexibility in marking

Mark schemes are not intended to be totally prescriptive. No mark scheme can cover all the responses
which candidates may produce. In the event of unanticipated answers, examiners are expected to use

their professional judgement to assess the validity of answers. If an answer is particularly problematic,

then examiners should seek the guidance of the Supervising Examiner.

Positive marking

Examiners are encouraged to be positive in their marking, giving appropriate credit for what candidates
know, understand and can do rather than penalising candidates for errors or omissions. Examiners
should make use of the whole of the available mark range for any particular question and be prepared to
award full marks for a response which is as good as might reasonably be expected of a 17 or 18-year-
old GCE candidate.

Awarding zero marks

Marks should only be awarded for valid responses and no marks should be awarded for an answer
which is completely incorrect or inappropriate.
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Marking calculations

In marking answers involving calculations, examiners should apply the ‘own figure rule’ so that
candidates are not penalised more than once for a computational error. To avoid a candidate being
penalised, marks can be awarded where correct conclusions or inferences are made from their incorrect
calculations.

Types of mark schemes
Mark schemes for tasks or questions which require candidates to respond in extended written form are
marked on the basis of levels of response which take account of the quality of written communication.

Other questions which require only short answers are marked on a point for point basis with marks
awarded for each valid piece of information provided.

Levels of response

In deciding which level of response to award, examiners should look for the ‘best fit’ bearing in mind that
weakness in one area may be compensated for by strength in another. In deciding which mark within a
particular level to award to any response, examiners are expected to use their professional judgement.

The following guidance is provided to assist examiners.

. Threshold performance: Response which just merits inclusion in the level and should be
awarded a mark at or near the bottom of the range.

* Intermediate performance: Response which clearly merits inclusion in the level and should be
awarded a mark at or near the middle of the range.

*  High performance: Response which fully satisfies the level description and should be awarded
a mark at or near the top of the range.

Quality of written communication

Quality of written communication (QWC) is taken into account in assessing candidates’ responses

to all tasks and questions that require them to respond in extended written form in English. These
tasks and questions are marked on the basis of levels of response. The description for each level of
response includes reference to the quality of written communication. For conciseness, quality of written
communication is distinguished within levels of response as follows:

One strand of QWC will be assessed:
* ensuring that text is legible and that spelling, punctuation and grammar are accurate so that
meaning is clear.

QWC will be assessed qualitatively and holistically and the standard required will be evident in the level
banding marking criteria for each question.

Level 5: Quality of written communication is excellent.
Level 4: Quality of written communication is very good.
Level 3: Quality of written communication is good.
Level 2: Quality of written communication is quite good.
Level 1: Quality of written communication is weak.
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In interpreting these level descriptions, examiners should refer to the more detailed guidance provided
below:

Level 5 (Excellent): Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are excellent and meaning is very
clear.

Level 4 (Very Good): Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are of a sufficiently high standard
to make meaning clear.

Level 3 (Good): Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are good and meaning is clear.

Level 2 (Quite Good): Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are sufficiently competent to
make meaning clear.

Level 1 (Weak): Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar may be such that intended meaning is
not clear.

COVID-19 Context

Given the unprecedented circumstances presented by the COVID-19 public health crisis, senior
examiners, under the instruction of CCEA awarding organisation, are required to train assistant
examiners to apply the mark scheme in case of disrupted learning and lost teaching time. The
interpretation and intended application of the mark scheme for this examination series will be
communicated through the standardising meeting by the Chief or Principal Examiner and will be
monitored through the supervision period. This paragraph will apply to examination series in 2021-2022
only.
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Section B: Reading

corradh

bhagairt

leis

athoilivint
mishuaimhneach
chiniochais
ghatair
fostaiochta
cheantar

ginearalta

(1]
[1]
(1]
(1]
[1]
(1]
(1]
(1]
(1]
(1]

Marks for AO2 [10]

AVAILABLE
MARKS

10




2 (a) thar[1] dha bhillian [1] (2] AVAILABLE
MARKS

(b) An tSin [1] Meiricea [1] An India [1] 3]
(c) $68[1] or €60 [1] [1]
(d) uaireanta [1] coinniollacha [1] [2]
(e) thit[1] as a chéile [1] or maraiodh [1] breis agus mile duine [1] [2]
() T-léine [1] a cheannach [1] 2]
(g) ar gcuid éadaigh [1] a athchursail [1] agus a athusaid [1] [3]
Marks for AO2 [15] 15
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3  Summary

Candidates should mention the following key points:

*  There are few electric cars in Ireland — only a small percentage of the total.
+  Between now and 2025 (in the future) car companies will be marketing and selling all-electric cars.
»  Competition will be fierce. Car companies don’t want to be left behind.

»  Electric cars have problems too — doubts over battery life and replacement.

*  Charging the car at home is cheap but is getting dearer from public chargers.

QWC is assessed in this question.

Band

AO2 Performance Descriptors

Marks

The candidate displays a very high level of understanding of the stimulus and
the task. The key points have been selected and covered within tolerance of the
word limit. Very few errors. Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are
excellent and meaning is very clear.

[13]-[15]
(90-110)

The candidate has understood the stimulus and the task well. Most of the key
points have been conveyed but there may be a tendency to exceed the word
limit. Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are of a sufficiently high
standard to make meaning clear.

[10]-[12]
(80-120)

The candidate shows some understanding of the stimulus but there is an
uneven response to the demands of the task. At least half of the relevant
information is given but coverage of the key points may be unbalanced.
Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are good and meaning is
clear.

[71-19]
+ 120

The candidate has made some attempt to deal with the demands of the task but
less than half of the relevant information is given. The response is inconsistent.
Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are sufficiently competent to
make meaning clear.

[4]-{6]

The candidate demonstrates limited understanding of the stimulus or the task.
Little relevant information is given. Presentation, spelling, punctuation and
grammar may be such that intended meaning is not clear.

[11-{3]

No valid response/incorrect/inappropriate/not worthy of credit.

[0]
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4 Translation

The translation is divided into seven sections. Each section is marked out of five.
The marks are then totalled to give a final mark out of 35.

— public opinion on the climate
crisis must change!”

ait — caithfear meon an phobail
faoin ghéarchéim aeraide a
athru!”

Section | Translation Passage Suggested Translation Credit 2:9:?

1 Thousands of school pupils in Mar aon le daltai scoile fud fad
Northern Ireland, along with an domhain, ghlac na milte
students throughout the world, scolairi i dTuaisceart Eireann
took part in the Climate Strike pairt sa Stailc Aeraide i Mean
in September 2019. Fomhair 2019.

2 Although the crowd mainly Cé gur paisti agus daoine 6ga
included children and young ag caitheamh éide scoile a
people wearing school bhi i dtromlach an tslua bhi
uniforms, there were also cuid mhor daoine fasta i lathair
many adults present. chomh maith.

3 Organisers of the event in Ni raibh lucht eagraithe na
Belfast were not expecting hocaide i mBéal Feirste ag duil
the huge crowd that came leis an tslua mhér a thainig
out on the day — it is thought amach ar an |a — siltear gur
that between three and four ghlac idir tri agus ceithre mhile
thousand people took to the duine seilbh ar na sraideanna.
streets.

4 The Lord Mayor of Belfast Labhair Ardmhéara Bhéal
addressed the crowd and said Feirste leis an tslua agus duirt
that it was our duty to combat sé go raibh sé de dhualgas
climate change. orainn tabhairt faoi athru

aeraide.

5 “Climate change is the biggest “Is é athru aeraide an bhagairt
threat to our future”, said is mo ata romhainn sa
a representative from the todhchai”, arsa urlabhrai 6n
environmental group. ghruapa timpeallachta.

6 “Our rivers are polluted, “Ta ar gcuid aibhneacha
extra carbon dioxide is being truaillithe, ta breis dé-ocsaid
released into the atmosphere charbdin & sceitheadh isteach
and forests are being san atmaisféar agus ta foraoisi
destroyed.” a scrios.”

7 “There is rubbish everywhere “Ta bruscar gach ait/in achan

Suitable alternative responses will be credited.
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Band AO3 Performance Descriptors Marks

5 The presentation of original information in the target language is excellent. 5]
Grammar, structures and accuracy are of a very high order.

4 A very good, faithful rendering, evidence of minor errors. Lexis and structures 4
used confidently. [4]

3 Good attempt overall and more than half of the information has been 3]
accurately conveyed.

° Quite limited in terms of language. Inaccuracies may be frequent and serious. 2]
Less than half the information has been conveyed.
Very limited attempt to comply with the demands of the task. Gaps are evident

1 . : . [1]
and candidate may resort to using English.

0 No valid response/incorrect/inappropriate/not worthy of credit. [0]

Marks for AO3 [35]

Total marks [75]
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